
2012 Highlights 



New PACT360 Website, 

Parents360 Rx Action Toolkit 
The PACT360 Community Education website – 

drugfree.org/PACT360 – underwent a makeover. 

Not only did the site get a new look, but we added 

features about the people in a community who can 

help kids stay healthy and safe.  

 

The website, which is made possible by a grant 

from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, U.S. 

Department of Justice, provides visitors with 

information on how to bring the PACT360 program 

to their neighborhood and is a place where people 

can share stories on how they have united 

communities to help address and respond to 

substance abuse issues at the local level.  

 

There’s also information on how to download and 

implement the Parents360 Rx Action Toolkit, a 

brand new program that allows parents and others 

to educate their communities about the dangers of 

prescription medicine abuse. The centerpiece of 

the kit is a short video that illustrates the impact of 

medicine abuse on real families, intended to 

stimulate discussion around this issue. 

http://www.pact360.org/
http://www.pact360.org/
http://www.pact360.org/community
http://pact360.org/programs/parents360rx


Inaugural All-Star Tasting Event 

In June, more than 200 attendees joined us for our first-ever All-

Star Tasting at the landmark Astor Center in New York City. 

 

The event featured stellar athletes and celebrity chefs joining 

together to raise funds so that all young people will be able to 

live their lives free of drug and alcohol abuse.  

 

Present at the tasting were International Tennis Hall-of-Famer 

Jim Courier, Former NBA star Darryl “Chocolate Thunder” 

Dawkins and basketball Hall-of-Famer Earl “The Pearl” Monroe. 

 

Also in attendance were Chef Aarón Sanchez, Food Network 

star and Executive Chef/Co-Owner of Centrico & Mestizo; Chef 

Alain Allegretti of La Promenade des Anglais and Azure by 

Allegretti; Josh Capon, Executive Chef at Lure Fishbar and B&B 

Winepub; Patrick Connolly of Kitchen NYC; Ryan DePersio, 

Chef/Partner of Fascino; Bill Dorrler, Chef de Cuisine at Osteria 

Morini; Chef Kyung Up Lim of Michael’s Restaurant and Chef 

Carey Yorio of Goya Foods, Inc. 

 

Event sponsors included Delta Air Lines, Horizon Media, Major 

League Baseball, National Basketball Association, Scout Sports 

and Entertainment, The Connect Group, National Hockey 

League and Paramount Caviar. 

http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_about.php?journal_id=360
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_about.php?journal_id=360
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_about.php?journal_id=360
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_award.php?journal_id=360
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_honoree.php?journal_id=360


The Dionysus Project: Kentucky 

& California 
 We collaborated with social impact company Outside 

The Wire and local partners Operation UNITE and 

Phoenix House to present a series of dramatic readings 

and town hall discussions about the disease of 

addiction. Supported by a generous grant from the 

Stravos Niarchos Foundation, “The Dionysus Project” 

toured to three cities – Manchester and Hazard in 

Kentucky – where the performances yielded a large, 

“standing-room-only” crowd – and Los Angeles, 

California. 

 

Among participating cast members were Oscar-

nominated actor Jesse Eisenberg (“The Social 

Network”), Adam Driver (HBO’s “Girls”), Tony Award-

nominated actress Kathleen Chalfant, Broadway actor 

Peter Francis James, actor Keith David (“Requiem for a 

Dream,” “Crash”) and others. These individuals joined 

expert panelists to generate robust discussion around 

substance abuse, addiction and how communities can 

come together to address and respond to these 

problems. 

http://www.outsidethewirellc.com/
http://www.outsidethewirellc.com/
http://operationunite.org/
http://www.phoenixhouse.org/
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/outside-the-wire
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/the-dionysus-project-kentucky
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/the-dionysus-project-in-la
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/the-dionysus-project-in-la


“Meet The Parents Hour” 

 Facebook Chat Series 
We continued our successful “Meet The 
Parents Hour,” an interactive online chat and 
Q&A session hosted on our Facebook page. 
The real-time conversations aim to connect 
parents and those affected by drugs and 
alcohol, as well as with a featured host who’s 
had direct experience with substance abuse.  
 
Notable hosts included award-winning TV 
personality, chef, food writer and father Andrew 
Zimmern, former professional basketball player, 
father and motivational speaker Chris Herren 
and Mitch Winehouse, father of the late Amy 
Winehouse. Dr. Drew Pinsky and Amber Smith 
(“Celebrity Rehab”) teamed up for a special 
event that took place during the launch week of 
The Medicine Abuse Project.  
 
In total, our 2012 Meet The Parents Hour chats 
directly yielded nearly 2,000 comments, 802 
“Likes” and more than 20,239 visitors to our 
Facebook page. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/partnershipdrugfree
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/in-case-you-missed-it-excerpt-from-%E2%80%9Cmeet-the-parents-hour%E2%80%9D-with-celebrity-chef-andrew-zimmern
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/in-case-you-missed-it-excerpt-from-%E2%80%9Cmeet-the-parents-hour%E2%80%9D-with-celebrity-chef-andrew-zimmern
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/the-partnership-at-drugfree-org-collaborates-with-former-professional-basketball-player-father-motivational-speaker-chris-herren
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/the-partnership-at-drugfree-org-collaborates-with-former-professional-basketball-player-father-motivational-speaker-chris-herren
http://www.drugfree.org/newsroom/the-partnership-at-drugfree-org-collaborates-with-mitch-winehouse-father-of-iconic-singer-songwriter-amy-winehouse-2
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/the-medicine-abuse-project-live-one-hour-chat-with-a-tbd-celebrity-8-p.m.-e
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/the-medicine-abuse-project-live-one-hour-chat-with-a-tbd-celebrity-8-p.m.-e
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/the-medicine-abuse-project-live-one-hour-chat-with-a-tbd-celebrity-8-p.m.-e
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/the-medicine-abuse-project-live-one-hour-chat-with-a-tbd-celebrity-8-p.m.-e
//AURORA/Public Affairs/Year in Review/2012/medicineabuseproject.org


Grandparents Guide 
Grandparents play an important role in 
preventing their grandchildren from 
drinking and using drugs. Currently, there 
are 4.5 million grandparent-headed homes 
with children under 18, and another 6.1 
million grandparents live with and share 
parental responsibilities for their 
grandchildren. In other words, 
grandparents are doing more “parenting” 
than ever.  
 
That’s why we developed our 
comprehensive guide, “The Power of 
Grandparents,” to help grandparents 
better communicate with their teenage 
grandchild, learn about the latest drugs 
and discover how they can help keep their 
grandchildren healthy. The guide is 
available as part of our revamped Parent 
Toolkit, which was made possible with 
major support from MetLife Foundation. 

http://theparenttoolkit.org/images/uploads/toolkit/resource_files/grandparents_guide.pdf
http://theparenttoolkit.org/images/uploads/toolkit/resource_files/grandparents_guide.pdf
http://theparenttoolkit.org/
http://theparenttoolkit.org/
https://www.metlife.com/about/corporate-profile/citizenship/metlife-foundation/index.html


Launch of New Parent Toolkit 
Parents want to know how to prevent their 

children from developing a problem with 

drugs and alcohol. So we pulled together the 

latest scientific research, talked with experts 

and parents alike, and then assembled a 

“toolkit” with all the nuts and bolts parents 

need to know to protect their kids. 

  

Inside The Parent Toolkit you’ll find: 

 

• Practical tips for every stage of your 

child’s life – from Pre-K to Young Adult   

• How-To videos from family therapists and 

health experts   

• Insights on how to better understand your 

children, connect with them and protect 

them 

• What to do if you discover your child is 

experimenting with drugs or alcohol   

 

http://theparenttoolkit.org/


New Tools for Hispanic Families 

We launched “HablaConTusHijos” - a free, 

bilingual (Spanish/English) online resource to 

help Hispanic parents who are struggling to 

address drug and alcohol abuse by their 

children.  

  

Recognizing the urgent need within the Latino 

community for these kinds of comprehensive 

tools, “HablaConTusHijos” provides effective, 

easy-to-use, science-based resources equipping 

Hispanic parents and grandparents to take 

action in preventing teen substance abuse.  

 

The launch of “HablaConTusHijos” received 

significant media coverage, including a feature 

broadcast piece on TELEMUNDO and mentions 

on Yahoo!, Reuters, Bloomberg Business Week 

and others. 

 

This new web resource was made possible with 

major support from MetLife Foundation. 

 

http://theparenttoolkit.org/es/
https://www.metlife.com/about/corporate-profile/citizenship/metlife-foundation/index.html


Partnership Study Finds Heavy 

Marijuana Use Up Among Teens 
This spring, we released our most recent 
Partnership Attitude Tracking Study (PATS), 
which found that heavy use of marijuana 
among teens was up an alarming 80 percent 
since 2008 and that one in 10 teens reported 
using marijuana at least 20 times in a single 
month.  

  

While the new PATS data did not show similar 
increases in teen abuse of medicines, 
prescription (Rx) and over-the-counter (OTC) 
drug abuse remain at unacceptably high 
levels among our nation’s youth.  

  

The Associated Press broke the story, which 
was also carried on hundreds of online news 
outlets and blogs. The release of the 
nationally projectable study garnered 
significant coverage on CBS Network Radio, 
National Public Radio, Associated Press 
Radio, Internet Radio Network and FOX 
Radio. Network broadcast television coverage 
included ABC’s Good Morning America and 
local coverage on NBC, Los Angeles and 
Channel 3, Arizona.  

  
 

http://radio.foxnews.com/2012/05/02/survey-teen-marijuana-use-surging/
http://radio.foxnews.com/2012/05/02/survey-teen-marijuana-use-surging/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Marijuana-Pot-Use-Soars-Among-Teens-Study-Finds-Partnership-Drugfree-Org-149880075.html
http://www.azfamily.com/news/health/More-teens-smoking-pot-149809045.html


Launch of The Medicine Abuse 

Project 
In September, The Medicine Abuse Project – a 
multi-year unifying campaign that brings 
together families, communities, industry, health 
care professionals, educators, law enforcement 
and government officials – launched with the 
goal of preventing 500,000 teens from 
abusing medicine over the next five years.  
 
The campaign kicked off with a series of launch 
week events, including a live storytelling exhibit 
in New York City’s Grand Central Terminal, a 
special webinar with A&E Networks and more. 
The launch week culminated with a DEA-
facilitated National Prescription Take-Back Day, 
which resulted in the safe collection and 
disposal of over 488,300 pounds of prescription 
medicines. 
 
The Medicine Abuse Project earned the support 
of 20 sponsors, seven federal partners and 
more than 60 strategic partners. News about 
the Project was picked up in major media 
outlets like CNN, USA Today, CBS “Live From 
The Couch,” Access Hollywood, Entertainment 
Tonight and others. 

http://www.medicineabuseproject.org/
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/the-medicine-abuse-project-live-nyc-8-a.m.-9-p.m.-et
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/the-medicine-abuse-project-live-hope-for-recovery-webinar-12-p.m.-et
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/the-medicine-abuse-project-live-hope-for-recovery-webinar-12-p.m.-et
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/the-medicine-abuse-project-live-hope-for-recovery-webinar-12-p.m.-et
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/drug-enforcement-administration-facilitated-national-prescription-drug-take
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/drug-enforcement-administration-facilitated-national-prescription-drug-take
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/drug-enforcement-administration-facilitated-national-prescription-drug-take
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/drug-enforcement-administration-facilitated-national-prescription-drug-take
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/drug-enforcement-administration-facilitated-national-prescription-drug-take
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/drug-enforcement-administration-facilitated-national-prescription-drug-take
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/drug-enforcement-administration-facilitated-national-prescription-drug-take
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/all/news
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/cnn-prescription-drug-deaths-two-stories1
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/usa-today-snapshot-graphic-how-teens-say-they-get-meds-not-prescribed
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/cbs-live-from-the-couch
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/cbs-live-from-the-couch
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/access-hollywood-melissa-gilbert-helps-parents-protect-kids-from-prescripti
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/melissa-gilbert-featured-on-entertainment-tonight
http://medicineabuseproject.org/news/entry/melissa-gilbert-featured-on-entertainment-tonight


Launch of The Hope Share 
People everywhere struggle with the 

disease of addiction; in fact, 85 million 

people in the U.S. have been affected 

directly by this issue. 

 

November marked the launch of The 

Hope Share, a new campaign 

targeting all those who have been 

affected by addiction – their own or a 

loved one’s –to share their story of 

hope while expressing their support 

for others. The driving force behind 

the initiative is the notion that “your 

story can change someone else’s.” 

By sharing a video or written story, 

those touched by this issue can help 

break the stigma and isolation 

surrounding addiction. 

http://thehopeshare.drugfree.org/
http://thehopeshare.drugfree.org/
http://thehopeshare.drugfree.org/stories/share


Winter Wish Gala 
We ushered our 10th annual gala into a new 

decade by unveiling a new name – The Winter 

Wish Gala – and moving the event to Gotham 

Hall in New York City. In attendance at the gala, 

which allowed us to show gratitude to those 

who support our important work and help us 

reach families in need, were more than 500 

distinguished guests and friends, and $2 

million was raised for our cause. 

 

The Winter Wish Gala was hosted by Maria 

Bartiromo of CNBC. Gala honorees included 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. Vice Chariman James 

B. Lee, Jr.; National Basketball Association, 

represented by Commissioner David Stern and 

Deputy Commissioner Adam Silver; and Sir 

Martin Sorrell, Chief Executive of WPP. A 

special tribute was awarded to MusiCares, and 

the winners of the MLB Commissioner’s Play 

Healthy Awards were recognized by CJ Wilson, 

All-Star pitcher for the Los Angeles Angels of 

Anaheim. 

http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_journal.php?journal_id=395
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_journal.php?journal_id=395
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_custom.php?journal_id=395&id=30902
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_custom.php?journal_id=395&id=30902
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_custom.php?journal_id=395&id=30902
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_custom.php?journal_id=395&id=30902
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_custom.php?journal_id=395&id=30816
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_custom.php?journal_id=395&id=31232
http://journals.eventjournal.com/view_custom.php?journal_id=395&id=31232

